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The Case of Malaria Prevention
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The Anopheles Mosquito

2018:
228 million cases of malaria
405,000 deaths caused by it
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Insecticide-treated bednets: 
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Insecticide-treated bednets: effective but low coverage
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Insecticide-treated bednets: effective but low coverage

How can bednet use be expanded?
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How can bednet use be expanded?

Policy option 1: 
Free distribution

Policy option 2: 
Cost-sharing
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Free

Fees paid by user as % of market price
(Market price: $7)

2.5%

5%

10%
($0.70)

1)

2)

3)
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The Findings
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Use of Bednets
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Use of Bednets
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Finding #1: Fees Do Not Substantially Promote Use
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Access to Bednets
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Access to Bednets
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Finding #2: Small Fees Cause Big Reductions in Access
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Malaria Spending Worldwide
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2006

Percentage of population sleeping under insecticide-treated bednets

2015
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2006

Malaria cases per 1000 people per annum

2015
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www.povertyactionlab.org/policy-insights
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